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HOUSE BI LL 2395

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Milliken, Doum t , M el ke, Scot t, Eri cksen,
Fortunato, Edwards, O Brien, Hatfield, MMrris, Schindler, Wnsnan,
B. Chandl er, Lanbert, D. Sommers, Van Luven and Esser

Read first tinme 01/12/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to a statutory noratorium on agency rule making
involving costs to |ocal governnent; adding a new section to chapter
43.17 RCW creating a new section; providing an expiration date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that | ocal governnents
w || experience significant budget inpacts fromthe passage of Chapter
1, Laws of 2000 (Initiative Measure No. 695). The legislature also
finds that, as a result of Chapter 1, Laws of 2000 (Initiative Measure
No. 695), local governnents are review ng their budgets, establishing
priorities, and identifying costs of |ocal governnent services and
prograns. The legislature further finds that Chapter 2, Laws of 1994
(Initiative Measure No. 601) required the state to consider the costs
i nposed on |ocal governnents by laws requiring new prograns and
increased levels of service. The legislature further finds that the
state nust recognize the costs to |ocal governnents of regul ations
promul gated by state agencies and mtigate the financial inpacts of
those regul ations for a sufficient period to allowl ocal governments to
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devel op strategies to conply with the requirenents of Chapter 1, Laws
of 2000 (Initiative Measure No. 695).

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Until March 30, 2002, no state agency nmay propose or adopt any
rul e or engage in any programmatic activity, other than normal contract
negoti ations, that wll create new costs for a |ocal governnent.

(2) uUntil March 30, 2002, before any state agency proposes or
adopts a rule or engages in any programmatic activity, other than
normal contract negotiations, the state agency shall assess whet her the
rule or activity would create any new costs for a l|ocal governnent.
Until March 30, 2002, a state agency shall issue a finding that a rule
or activity does not create any new costs for a | ocal governnent before
proceeding with the rule or programmatic activity.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "local governnent" neans a
county, city, or town.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "cost" neans any expenses
related to inplenentation or response to the agency rule or activity.
For the purposes of this section, "cost" includes, but is not limted

to, revi ew, t echni cal assi st ance, pl anni ng, adm ni strati on,
| egi slative, inplenentation, litigation, enforcement, or regulation
expenses.

(5) This section expires July 1, 2002.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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